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PERIPHERAL; Press Attacks on Radio Free Europe. 



; The Embassy's despatches Nos« 150£ and 1549 of Alarch 21 and 26, I 
1952, respectively, reported on the beginning of Ferdinand Durcansky*s 
efforts to attract to the support of the Slovak l iberat ion Committee 
(SOV) various elements of the Volksdeutsche and Sudeten GermariS in 
Austria i. Despatch No, 159^ of April 1, 1952, expanded on this subject 
and reported the apparent success with which Durcan sky’s efforts were 
meeting* This despatch likewise gave some details of the support which 
the Volksdeutsche news organ, We^arte , had given SOV in the latter’s 
efforts to undermine the popularitTy of Radio Free Europe. The Embassy’s 
despatch No* 216 of August 4, 1952, gave additional details of* this 
program of the SOV and reported on the arrival in Austria of Durcansky, 
who apparently plans to remain.:here to > promote the aims of his organi- 
zation.- 

Recently, attacks on Radio Free Europe have appeared in the local 
press which obviously were of SOV inspiration. The Wegvarte of 
November 1, 1952, carried a small item which claimed that the RFE sta- 
tion in Munich was harmful to the Czech people and the Sudeten Oerinans, 
and that the Federative Committee of Czechoslovaks and Sudeten (lermaus 
had decided to demand a change in the station’s basic policy, ”or .else 
apply to the West German radio for the allocation of a broadcast hour 
in order to establish as soon as possible their own shortwave station'’. 
The article claimed that the Soviets were attempting to "tie tiie Csechs 
tb Moscow forever” by propagating fear of the Germans among jp^he. Czechs , 
and that RFE was indirectly playing into the hands 'of the tdmmunists 
. ”by ignoring and even opposing an understanding between exiled Czecho- 
slovaks and Sudeten Germans”. It was probably less by accident than by 
design that this article appeared in the issue which contained a lead 
story that the ”Neo-Czechoslovakia wants to slaughter the Slovaks”. 

This story referred to a recent meeting of exiled Czechoslovaks in 
Chicago where, allegedly, ”members of the Council of/’Free Csechoslovakia 
had propagatea a mass murder of Slovaks who reject^ Neo-Czechoslovakia . 
and had demanded that adequate measures be taken ^.provide for the 
possibility of occupying Slovakia by means of a Czech military force”. 
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The above stories ^.ere Mri?ce*J«J i;y ; *• • . r ;*>.•. r».:..>p5 

which appeared in the t\uszrx:<x\ provincio hur. 

1952. The Suedost Tai^eposc. i Tew^ple^i; /f->: tn. 

claimed that R^E hac^b^een the ^car>::et of cr:; i’i^r tne . 

past Tew mouths*'^ and that a recent ad»uniow citiVu rco;r.ciiii/.acii*a at 
RFE had been nothing; but a ruse to be^^i.Lle the ...r..* i ovi.-ig 

that steps had been taken to eliminate the aiir ;>uov<;i sv vt Torces 
in RFE*5 employ. article went on to •. :^.i lilacic ivuters 

were employed by RFc* and that such men of iJl repute wiil Cv-iitiiiue 
to use RFE i’or their ^anti-Oermon cauipairCn n:' 

The second of these articles appeiired in l^bur Vwlka»» 

blatt (Independent ) of baltburg on CfCtober 22.. ure~ 

Jace^ with the remark thnt although R^E's voice was vi.i:*crctra cj;,dinsc 
the East, ”the voices that speak Into its microphones belong to peo- 
ple who, not only accoirding to Cennan opinior:, are unqualii*i«d to 
speak for a 'free Europe’.’^ It ended with the coiaiiient that ’-It is 
hard to believe what use can be made of /nuerlcan >uoiiey. That is, for 
a free Europe, of course Between the opening end closin/j re::jarks 
the article was identical with the one printed in the buedost Tagepost 

j There is little doubt from the content and timing of these three 

/ stories that they- art* a part of the SOV^s campaign to discredit the 
/Czechoslovak department of Radio Free Europe. To recapitulate, one 
' article appeared in the V^egwarte which had gone over to Dut'cansky's 
side some time ago, another echoing the established line of the SOV, 
appeared in an independent newspaper in dal z burg lOurcansky'a bead- 
quarters), while the third, although it was published in the British 
Zone of Austria, was identical to the second. The ivegwarte > however, 
seems to have made the most revealing statement when it staLed that 
the Federative Committee of Czechoslovaks and tiuaeten Germans would 
establish its own radio station if RFE failed to comply with its 
demandSr It will be recalled that despatch iJo* 1026 of Januai y 9» 
1952, reported that SOV propaganda had informed the Slovaks (in 
Slovakia) that the Durcansky station Voice of the Slovak He public 
{believed formerly to have been in riadrid, ^ut probably not connected 
with the White Legion) would soon be heard again and that the frequen- 
cies would .be announced at a later date. It is thus possible that, 
in addition to the SOV^a promoting its campalrp\ against ilFK’a non- 
Slovak employees and RFE’s failure to support Slovak separatism, the 
SOV hopes to build up a case against Radio Free liurope which will 
pave the way for obtaining permission from the Bonn government for 
the establishment of a Slovak separatist propaganda station oa West 
German territoir.* The contention that RF£ Is preventing German- 
Czechoslovak hannony, and the' concomitant impllcntion that a SOV- 
sponsored station can create and maintain a state of happy relation- 
ship between Geinnany and the people of Czechoslovakia, would appear 
to be useful arguments for obtaining the necusaary authort 
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Articles Khich appeared In the 3ue(i o.<t 

October 21, 1952, and the Salzburrc r ~9>;Ticl • c oi* 

October 22, 1952. ' 



The privately financed U.S. network ticnJli* ^ ..rope h^;s been 
the target of fierce criticism for the pas’; few :joi. /i.-. Its aati- 
Kurope Chauvinism vras only recently atteckeU i; j^ n .^.-Tiigrciiits 

and the Sudeten Oerman-Czech Federative Oui:;-Ti r ^ f-r- •./jiritn; by 
Dr« Lodgroan and General Prchala. 

Slovak Nationalists reprosentin*^ the ...••..lorlr • of eviled Slo- 
vaks who request the restoration of an iiidapon riov^iic 3tate are 

barred from Radio Free Europe, Just as the i'rchai: roup, which ad- 
voaates the return of the Sudeten Germans to Czcv•:v^■ilv/v:•uia. The 
sharp criticism provoked by the network's strruii^c: :prop.^:...ada caused 
the recent dismissals of 25 employees while notori\'?us chief editor 
Paval Tigrld resided. I 

i 

It has now been learned that this purge was ho thing but a 
dodge. The so«*'Called Coxmcil of Free Czechoslovakia, consisting of 
Benes followers, informed its friends from Radio Free Europe by con- 
fidential letter that the dismissals in the Csech Department were 
only a tactical maneuver • Only those persons are to* be diamissed 
who are not in favor of the' Council or belong to iiight-wing Czech 
parties. While the vacancies are to be filled with loyal Benss 
followers, Tlgrid will be displaced by a Mr„ Kcdiat who tvlli soirre as 
straw boss while Tigrid continues hi a work for K-J'jiio Free Europe. 

The feet that seven employees of the Csetjn Deparotjent have 
been arrested on charges of espionage and several others are in Jail 
because of hard currency rackets explains what tfinU of shady person- 
alities have been and will use Hadi^ Free Euro/ie for . their anti- 
German campaign of hatred. The her of the pro^^ram ^'^Oree tings To 
My Home Country" turned out to be a Communist al cur working 

half a year, and escaped with a file of names o'r exiled Cj.echs^ 
relatives still living in Czechoslovakia. 
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AV-372 



Czechoslovak 



Noveraber 26, 1S$2 



HA.PSBUBS INFUTOICES Sa^PSCTSD 3E!IIND H)^m COIlFSE tEr’fCE OF OVALIT Y 
GROUPS FROM C2ECH0SL07AKIA 



The Czechoslovak New Yorkslty Dennlk of November 2?th reports a few 

additional details about the conference of eKdgre nationality groups 

from Czechoslovakia^ held in Bonn on October 10th> and expresses the 

vierr that the gathering and the formation of a '^Council of the Peoples 

/o f Czechos lovakia” on its occasion might be connected with the new cara- 
i ’ ■ ’ 

■ paign for a Central European Federation under Otto of Kapsburg. 

The daily describes the new Council as a center for these elements, 
which in 1939 participated in the disruption of Czechoslovakia. It 
defines their present program as aisiing toward ‘'dismemberment of Czecho- 
slovakia and obstructing the efforts of the exiles for the reconst^c- 
tion of a democratic Czerho Slovak Republic”. It lists the members of 
the nerw Council as follows: For the Czechs:'/' Gen. L* Prchala, Dr. K. 



Lecher; for the Slovaks: K; 



r; for the 



Sudeten Gennans: D r. R. LodCTian von Auen; Rsitzner and Schuet z.' the 

last two f^Tmer members of the Prague Parliament; for ‘ the Germans of 
Slovakia: ^ A.. Birkner; for the Hungarians: D r. 0. Kassner, B. Sallassi 

'and Ch> Hokky; for the Ruthenians: I. Nebola. 
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As analysis of the list shows that both Slov^ separatist center 
are rppresentod *-n the’ Council; Dr. Ctibor Pokomy is the rice presi- 
dent o f Durcansky^s Slovak Liberation Comiiittee, lyhile llatus Cemak, 
former member of Tiso»s government, is leader of the pro-Sidor Slovaks 
in’^lhinich.^ 'This confirm previous reports that representatives 
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of both rival centers participatod an the Bonn mooting, an occurancc 
iTithout procodent to date, I. Nobola is identified in the daily's re- 
port as a member of the Ukrainian Nationalist Guard «Sitch» during the 
short-lived Carpatho-tJlcrainian Republic of J939. 

Concerning the political background of the conforcncu, New Y orksky 
bonnik obso rvo s s 

“It is probable that t*'*is group receives its political advice as 
Troll as financial and other support frews the people close to Otto of 
Raps burg, .the champion of a new Contral European federation schema. It 
TTQUld seem that during-: the recent visi-t of Archdviko Otto in Sonn tho 
self-styled organizers of the nsve. 'Council of the Peoples* paid a visit 
to him and assured him of tho loyalty of thejx 'popples* to the dynasty 
of tho Hapsburgs.” 

Archd^dce Otto's Action !b.scussod 

On November llith, Nevr Yorkslcy R?nnik published an article by its 
pplitical coTTCoontator, f • C. lSajovsl<yj discussing a lecturo delivcrtsd 
recontly in Bonn by Archduke Otto at the invitation of German federal— 
ists on tho issuo of the role of Central Europe in federalist plans. 

The writer points to the ''literal repetition of Hitler's terminolo^'' 
in the T:?ording given : by tho lecturer to his subject^v “Jhiropcan Aspect 
of the Danube Living Space (Lebensraum)." He also calls attention to 
tho presence among tho audience of active members of the tost Gorman 
government, members of' tho Hohenzollem family, and ropresontatives 
of Gorman' oxiles from Czocbc«lovaMa, Himgary, etc, 

Conceimag tho viov/s o^qaresaed by the lecturer, the ivritcr quotes , 
tho comment of Dio Zolt, Tv^hich called his plea for tho inclusion in 
the European federation plans of the Central European zone up to the 
Carpathian mountains a repetition of now familiar suggestions, but 
found-interesting his ideas as to how to organize that zone. For this 




/ 



- 3 - 

AV--372 Novoniber 26, \ 9$2 

which have bound the peoples of the Kapsburg rfonarchy’ for a poriod of 
a thousajid years. !Je absolvad the best of responsibility for the ill- 
considered dos traction of the Monarchy and put the blanie xipon Edtoird 
Bones and bio political friends froni Bucharest and Belgrade. Ho did 
not mention T, 0. Jfasarjdc in this connection, the writer observes, 
apparently fearinp to weaken his position by assailing a leader popular 
in the democratic world. The writer points to syng>at’ietic reports on 
the lecture In German and Austrian papers ar^d ho predicts tliat the Haps- 
bui^ movement soon will gain strong official and popi0.ar supt;ort in 
.Goraiany* 

F. C,. S&jovsky, in his own reraarics,. dismisses Archduke Otto*s con- 
ception as a worn-out idoa of '^ultra-rigiitist world react j.on.” IJovei>- 
tholoss, he soos a potential danf».:.r in the ado]ition by the ‘Archdliko 
of the nattonailitj'' principle as a basis for his Control ^iropoan plans. 
In^Jii^- opinion, this Factor may attract not only fomve-r fascist ole- 
monts among the exilos fi^m behind tho Iron Curtain but also tho' 

h- 

^'so-caJiod domocratic political loads \7ho had nothing to do with 
Nazism during tho T/ar and wore oven sonietinies porsccutod by the Nazis, 
but, nonetheless, becano infoctod during tho Hitler ora by the idoa of 
tho sorpallo.d nationality indepondence, based upon Oenaan Nazi philos- 
ophy 'itescrib^g those leaders, not Otto of Hapsburg, as the real 
throat against democracy in Central Europi, he continues: 

“There are many of them, hiding dioday in various exiled represen- 
tations and unofficial political erranizations acting for tlu> countries 
behind tho Iron Curtain. They begin as groat democrats and act as 
che^ions of tho rights of their national! ti'&s ‘to independence. It 
would be a thing of groat interest and of inenense infjortance for future 
domocratic duvelopnent if proper American govammont circles would 
cxaiidnq from t!tis viewpoint the ideas, conceptions and programs of all 
organizations and groups coming from behind tho Iron Curtain,” 
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Ger man Attacks Ag ainst niTS Dravr Comment 

I ^ ^ 

The Chicago daily Sromost of Woveiaher Uth reprints from tho Cleve- . 
land Novy Svet a review of attacks in ?*'est German papers, Rheinischer 
Merkvtr and Christ luid V/elt, against the Czech os Ic vale division of Ri-T) for 
beaming alle^dZy pro-Conimunist and anti-Osnnan propaganda to Csechos- 
lovakia and for employing persons with Conimanist connections in the past* 

An article by Richard Sperber, upon which the revie^r was based, appeared 
'in the Cleveland Plain Dealer * 

In its own cesnmant, Hovy Svet takes a stand in defense of Paul 
Tigrid of the RFB Czechoslovak di’/ision, the main target of the German 
press attacks, declaring that it knows him as a wgood Catholic and 
an author of numerous s-ijrongly anti -Communist articles in exiled pub- 
lications. It observes 1- 



“If it is true that certain enq^loyees of the radio station con- 
ducted their anti-Comiminist propaganda in countries behind the Iron 
Curtain in a manner which actually aided“’the Conenunists, it would be 
proper to state precisely who is meant in such charges and what he did. 
It would also be proper to reveal bjr whom these l^ys were ‘recommended 
to RKE and wheen they wore placed there, and to' draw the necessary 
consequences of it,» ' 

Referring to these remarks in tho Chicago separatist Slovak v 
Amerike , Michal Zibrin points to the Free Czechoslovakia Council as 
the. culprit to be blamed for introducing “Communist collaborators “ 
into the Cz^hoslovaJ: division of RFE. Ks voices : ^onishment over 
the fact that an article vdLth such a question has been reprinted in 



the same Svomost whoso former editorial co-worker, Dr* Ifichal Mudry- 
Sebik, used to be one of tho leading RFE officers, responsible for the 
Czechoslovak division. 

Zibrin recalls his previous warnings against pro-Conimiinist influ- 
ences in the Froa Czechoslovakia Council and naincs as other outstanding 
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pro--conimunists In iti Prof. Macek, whom he dascidbcs as tho author of 
the econoffiic section of the 19 248 Constitution of of Czechoslovakia, 
and General Dastich who, ‘^together with another general, was rocoimaotidod 
by the Council as an adviser for tha..Amorican occupation administration 
in Germany,” He asserts that one hundred Czechoslovak university stud- 
ents protested against the admission to a DP camp in Ludwigshurg of 
Prof, Macok who in I 9 I 48 escpolled then fror.i their schools, and staged 
doraonstrations against hia. 









